Technical aids in surgery. Two muscle-sparing thoracotomies--techniques and indications.
Two types of muscle-sparing thoracotomies are described. They have been used over the past 11 years in 396 patients. These incisions are ideal for wedge resections, biopsies, exploratory thoracotomies, excisions of emphysematous blebs, decortications, and a variety of other operations, including pulmonary resections in selected patients. They provide entirely adequate exposure, while minimising the trauma of thoracotomy.